COUNTABLE AND UNCOUNTABLE NOUNS

countable nouns

- have a singular and a plural form 
- can be used with numbers

- in singular always take a determiner (a/an, the, this, my, every …)
- we don’t use some with CN in singular (some book – a book)
- pl countable nouns do not need a determiner 
- some countable nouns are sometimes used like uncountables (chance, change, difference, difficulty, idea, point, question, reason) – with some, any, much (Can you give us some idea of your plans?, I didn’t have any difficulty finding her., We haven’t got much chance of catching the train.) 

- other countable nouns can sometimes be used like uncountables if there is an idea of quantity or mass (We have got another ten metres of wall to paint., I´ve got too much nose and not enough chin.)
uncountable nouns

- do not have a plural form

- not used with the indefinite article “a/an” 

- followed by verbs in singular form 

- names of substances (materials, liquids, gases...): leather, paper, wood, metal, silver, air, bread, meat, wine, spaghetti, flour, water
- activities and sports: running, swimming, shopping, squash, gardening

- names of subjects: History, Mathematics, Music, Law

- languages: Russian, Greek, German

- abstract nouns: love, hope, advice, information, intelligence, beauty, hunger, poverty, accommodation, anger, behaviour, courage, damage, happiness, health, honesty, knowledge, progress, research, respect, traffic, travel, weather, work (BUT: some of these words can be plural in particular expressions – Who did you meet on your travels?, She goes cycling in all weathers.)
- collective nouns: furniture, luggage, baggage, equipment 

- other words: food, homework, housework, money, rubbish, machinery
- some uncountable abstract nouns can be used with a/an when their reference is defined – an extensive experience of sth, a knowledge of languages) 
- UN which look like plural CN but are used with sg verb: 

subjects/study: Mathematics, Physics, Politics (is not are)
activities: athletics, gymnastics, aerobics
games: cards, darts

illnesses: measles, mumps

abstract ideas: news, thanks
- UN can be used with phrases such as: a piece of..., an item of..., a sheet of..., a loaf of, …
- a piece of furniture/advice/research/homework 
- a slice of bread/meat/cheese/cake

- an item of news/furniture/clothing 

- a lump of sugar/coal

- a cup of coffee/tea

- a pair of jeans/scissors...

- a plate of spaghetti
- a pinch of salt

- a loaf of bread

- a spoonful of sugar 

- a bar of chocolate/soap
- a carton of milk

- a jar of jam 

- a flash of lightning/inspiration/light 
- a stroke of luck

- a grain of rice/truth
- a box of matches 

- a fit of anger (záchvat hnevu)

- a drop of water/blood

- a clove of garlic (strúčik)

- a blade of grass (steblo)

- a pang of guilt/hunger (náhly pocit)

- a speck of dirt 

- a chunk of meat/cheese
pl uncountable nouns (followed by plural verbs) 

- clothes, groceries, goods, whereabouts (miesto pobytu), remains, stairs, proceeds (výťažok, tržba)

- jeans, scissors, trousers, knickers (nohavičky), pants (nohavičky, trenírky, nohavice – Am.), shorts, tights, spectacles, glasses, pyjamas, scales, trousers, binoculars, pincers, pliers, shears, tweezers
- we use some but not a/an

- we use many

- we use a plural verb

- a pl subject describing a specific measurement usually takes a sg verb

Two metres isn’t particularly tall. 

Ten miles is too far to walk.  
Twenty-four hours is a long time in politics. 
countable/uncountable nouns

- uncountable when talking about a substance, a material or an abstract concept but countable when talking about one specific item: chicken, light, stone, hope, education, hair… 
chicken – kuracina, a chicken – kuriatko (similarly duck/a duck, lamb/a lamb)
chocolate – čokoláda, a chocolate – kúsok čokolády (napr. z bonboniéry)

coffee – káva, a coffee – šálka kávy

experience – skúsenosť, an experience – zážitok 

fruit – ovocie vo všeobecnosti, two fruits – dva druhy ovocia

glass – sklo, a glass – pohár

hair – vlasy, a hair – jeden vlas (napr. v polievke)

time – čas, a time – obdobie

toast – toast, a toast – prípitok 

work – práca, a work – dielo
business – obchod vo všeobecnosti, a business – spoločnosť  

drawing – kreslenie, a drawing – obrázok (similarly sculpture/a sculpture, painting/a painting) 

stone – kameň ako materiál, a stone – (jeden) kameň (similarly rock/a rock)

paper – papier, a paper – noviny 
room – priestor (space), a room – izba 
wood – drevo, a wood – les (forest)
iron – železo, an iron – žehlička 

cloth – látka (material), a cloth – handra 

light – svetlo, a light – svetlo ako zdroj osvetlenia (There are two lights in my room.)

some uncountable nouns can be countable when we refer to a particular variety: 
- an excellent wine, a strong cheese, a very sweet fruit
U (in general): I´m very interested in education

C (particular variety): It is important that she receives a good education.

we can use articles with uncountable abstract nouns to refer to a specific feeling
- a deep distrust, a distrust of lawyers, an everlasting love
in informal English, drinks and some types of food can be counted, especially when we are making an order
- three teas/soups/coffees

we can sometimes make an uncountable noun countable to express different types of the noun
- Our new skincare cream contains several essential oils (olej vo všeobecnosti nepočítateľné podstatné meno, ak hovoríme o olejoch rôznych druhov, môžeme ho použiť ako počítateľné podstatné meno).

- This is a soft cheese from Pyrenees. 

collective/group nouns

- refer to a group of people or things

- can be used with sg or pl verbs, because you can think of a group as a unit or as individuals

- army, audience, bank, committee, company, crew, enemy, family, flock, gang, government, group, 
herd, navy, press, public, staff, team, data, media

- we ALWAYS use ARE for: police, people, cattle
- we use ARE after: the majority/a number/a couple of + noun 

- in American English, plural verbs are uncommon with group nouns 
QUANTIFIERS WITH COUNTABLE NOUNS

a/an - only with sg countable nouns (jeden, nejaký)
some - only with pl countable nouns (in positive sentences)
any  - in negative sentences and questions (in positive sentences – ktorýkoľvek) 
no
many - usually in questions and negative sentences, in positive sentences in a formal style

lots of/
a lot of  - usually in positive sentences 
a large number of  -veľké množstvo
plenty of  - mnoho 
most – väčšina 
few  - málo (nie dosť, negatívny význam) – I have few friends. – Mám málo kamarátov. 
a few - zopár (s pozitívnym významom) – I have a few friends. – Mám zopár kamarátov. 
only a few = not many (negatívny význam) – I have only a few friends. – Mám len málo kamarátov. 
each

every 

several

QUANTIFIERS WITH UNCOUNTABLE NOUNS

some - nejaký
any/ any of (the information)
no

none of  (the information) 
much - usually in questions and negative sentences

lots of/
a lot of - usually in positive sentences

a large amount of/ a great deal of - veľké množstvo

plenty of 

most 
little - málo (nie dosť)

a little - trochu (nie veľa, ale predsa, pozitívny význam)

only a little = not much (negatívny význam) 
all (of) (the trouble) 
ARTICLES

A/AN

- with sg countable nouns, in general 
- after there is
- words usually used with A/AN: bath (have a bath), chance, drink, fight, go, jog, move, rest, ride, run, shower, smoke, snooze (zdriemnutie), start, walk, wash 
- a few illnesses: a cold, a headache 

- to express frequency: once a year (raz a rok)

- in exclamatory sentences – What a wonderful day!

- with jobs – I am a teacher. 

- with: a million, a thousand…

THE

- sg countable nouns, specific use (This is the book which I bought yesterday.)

- sg countable nouns, with the meaning of general groups (The cat doesn’t like water. = mačky – all the members of a group together), this structure is common with the names of technological devices, musical instruments, animals…
- pl countable nouns, specific use 
- uncountable nouns, specific use
- sth unique, already mentioned, specified

- words normally used with THE: air, countryside, dark, daytime, end, future, past, present, mountains, ground, sea, seaside, weather, wind, world 

- the Browns (Brownovci), the Germans (Nemci)
- “the” meaning “the well known” – My great-grandmother knew Winston Churchill. – What, not the Winston Churchill? – Fakt? Toho Winstona Churchilla? 
- some organizations: the United Nations

- some buildings: the Taj Mahal, the Parthenon
- some newspapers: the Times, the Guardian, the New Yorker 
- some works of art: the Mona Lisa

- countries whose names include words such as kingdom, republic, states, union: the United Kingdom, the Soviet Union, the USA 

- countries whose names include words in plural: the Netherlands, the Philippines

- mountain ranges: the Alps, the Himalayas

- groups of islands: the Bahamas, the Canaries
- deserts: the Sahara

- banks, posts, hotels, pubs, galleries, museums… 
- the names of areas of water such as seas, oceans, canals, rivers, gulfs, straits (but not with lakes): the Atlantic Ocean, the Mediterranean, the Thames, the river Ganges, the Panama Canal, the Gulf of Mexico, the straits of Gibraltar

- the regions of the world, or regions of a country that include north, south, east, west: the Middle East, the Far East, the north of England, the west of Ireland  (exceptions: North America, East Anglia, South-East Asia)
- with adjectives to talk about a group of people: the rich, the unemployed, the poor (we use them with pl verb)
- with superlatives
- with ordinal numbers (s radovými číslovkami) – the first, the second…  
- phrases containing THE:

- on the radio, play the piano, go to the cinema

- in the 1980s, in the 20th century, in the morning, in (the) winter 
- the amount of.., the number of…
- the army, the police, the Scouts

- go to the prison (as a visitor)

- take the bus

- be in the fifth year

- the Japanese language is complex 

- before the adjective form of a nationality referring to the whole population, limited to endings – ese, -ss, -ish, -ch – the Japanese, the Swiss, the Irish, the Dutch
- the Russians/Russians love good conversation – in general

- the Americans did well – specific number of Americans

- the Finnish – a Finn, the French – a Frenchman, the Polish – a Pole, the Spanish – a Spaniard, the Swedish – a Swede

ZERO

- pl countable nouns, in general (Cats don’t like water.)

- uncountable nouns, in general 

- entertainment: watch TV, listen to music
- individual peaks: Mount Everest, Etna (BUT: the Matterhorn, the Meije)
- individual islands: Sicily, Minorca, Bali, Crete
- lakes: Lake Geneva, Lake Superior

- continents: Europe 
- cities: London
- countries: Greece, America (BUT: the Vatican, the Ukraine…)
- streets (BUT: the High Street)
- squares

- parks 

- airports

- stations 

- planets: Mars 
- addresses: 15 Park Street
- most of illnesses: appendicitis, toothache
- speak Japanese

- place + building: Oxford University, Manchester Airport 

- phrases with no article 
- in 1998, at night, in April

- go to work, be at work

- she is French 

- go to prison (as a prisoner), go to school (as a student), go to hospital (as a patient), go to church (as a believer) – BUT – with THE when we are just visitors or we speak about a building (I will meet you at the school. – Stretneme sa pri škole. – budove)
- go by bus, on foot, go home

- be in Class 5

